
Building a Model IGP System 

 

1.  Welcome & Introduction 
2.  Did you know? 
3.  What's working? What is not working? 
4.  What do we believe? 
5.  Current Resources 
6.  Ideas from BCSD and LEX 1 
7.  Develop IGP Check lists/templates 
8.  Select documents for IGP Resource Guide 
9.  Next Steps... 

10. Evaluation 
 
 
 
 
Mike DiNicola, Ph.D. 
Future Ready Now, LLC 
www.futurereadynow.com 
mike.dinicola@gmail.com 
843-732-3123 
 

http://www.futurereadynow.com/
mailto:mike.dinicola@gmail.com


 

 
 

 

3 Welcome & Table of Contents 

See page 31.  
What career  

will you 
choose? 

24/7 FREE  
Access to  

SC Students 
& Teachers 

Satisfy  
EEDA 

Requirements for 
Career Exploration 

 

  

Welcome to the 2013-2014 Berkeley County School District  

Individual Graduation Plan Resource Guide! 

 The BCSD Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) Resource Guide is made possible through the dedication and support of 

business partners, school counselors, and the Berkeley County School District.   

 

For additional information on Personal Pathways to Success, please contact your school counselor and visit the dis-

trict’s website at www.berkeley.k12.sc.us. 
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6 Individual Graduation Plan Conference 

 

Did You Know… 

That you can now access your IGP through the  

PowerSchool Student/Parent Portal?! 

 

Log in today to continue to plan for college, your career, and success!  

A Step by Step Guide to Prepare for Your             

Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) Conference 

1. Complete career interest assessments; 

2. Research your career opportunities; 

3. Explore your educational options; 

4. Talk about your options with your parents and school counselor; 

5. Make your course choices and document them on the electronic IGP; 

6. Review and revise your plan annually; and, 

7. Graduate and move on to additional education and/or employment. 



IGP Checklist: 8th Grade Conference 

Please see this link for additional information: http://www.berkeley.k12.sc.us/departments.cfm?subpage=40926 

7 



 IGP Checklist: High School Conference 8 



South Carolina High School Diploma 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

Subject Area Credits Required 
English/Language Arts 4 credits 
Mathematics  4 credits 
Natural Science 3 credits** 
U.S. History  1 credit 
Economics  ½ credit 
U.S. Government  ½ credit 
Other Social Studies Elective  1 credit 
Physical Education or JROTC  1 credit 
Computer Science  1 credit 
Foreign Language or Career & Technology Education Elective  1 credit** 
Electives  7 credits** 

Total 24 credits 
**Note: Additional requirements may apply in Natural Science, Foreign Language, and Fine Arts for students 
planning to attend a four year college; please see chart below. 
 

 
 

High School Course Requirements for Applicants to South Carolina 
4-Year Public Colleges and Universities 

(Effective for Entering College Freshmen in the Academic Year 2011-12) 
Course(s)  Units Requirements for Admission 
English   

 
4 At least two having strong grammar and composition components, at least 1 in English 

literature and 1 in American literature. Completion of College Prep English I, II, III, IV 
will meet this requirement. 

Mathematics   
 

4 At least Algebra I, II and Geometry; fourth higher-level math course should be selected 
from among Algebra III/trigonometry, pre-calculus, calculus, statistics, discrete math, or 
a capstone math course and should be taken during the senior year. 

Laboratory Science   
 

3 Laboratory sciences must be chosen from at least two of these sciences: biology, 
chemistry, or physics. Courses in earth science, general physical science, or intro or 
general environmental science for which biology and/or chemistry is not a prerequisite 
will NOT meet this requirement. Strongly recommended that students take physical 
science (taught as a lab science) as a prerequisite to the three required units of lab 
science outlined in this section. Strongly recommended that students desiring to pursue 
careers in science, math, engineering or technology take one course in all three fields. 

U.S. History  
 

1 Dual credit US History courses must include all time periods covered by the state 
standards for US History. 

Economics  ½  
Government  ½  
Additional Social 
Studies 

1 Global Studies I, Global Studies II, Psychology, Sociology, and Law Education are 
considered social studies credits. Students should check with their guidance counselor 
before considering other courses to meet this requirement. 

Foreign Language  2 Two units of the same foreign language. 
Fine Arts   

 
1 One unit in Appreciation of, History of, or Performance in one of the fine arts.  

Physical Ed or 
JROTC 

1 
 

 

Electives  
 

1 One Unit must be taken as an elective. A college prep course in Computer Science 
(one involving significant programming content, not simply keyboarding) is strongly 
recommended for this elective. Other acceptable electives include college prep courses 
in English; fine arts; foreign language; social science; humanities; lab sciences 
(excluding earth science, general physical science, general environmental science, or 
the introductory science courses for which biology and/or chemistry is not a 
prerequisite); or mathematics above the level of Algebra II. 

TOTAL 24 For Additional Information visit: www.che.sc.gov 
 



 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/Standards-and-Learning/Academic-Standards/old/hsr/UGP.html
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12 ACT & SAT Advice & Dates: Preparation Tips 

Are you (or is your child) preparing to take the ACT or SAT and wanting some pointers on how to ob-

tain your best-possible scores?  Below is practical advice for students and parents on College Admissions 

Testing. 

 

The Basics of Preparing for the ACT or SAT 

 The Importance of Coursework in Preparing for the Tests: The best way for a student to prepare for 

success on the ACT or SAT is to take academically rigorous and challenging courses in middle and high 

school. 

 ACT vs. SAT: The best test for the specific student is the one on which he or she performs the best.   Col-

leges treat the ACT and SAT equally. Students and parents should review testing results from EXPLORE, 

PLAN, PSAT, and ACT/SAT with a school counselor to determine which assessment may be the better 

choice. 

 Who Should Take the ACT or SAT?: All students DO NOT need to take the ACT or SAT.  Students that 

are planning to apply to a two-year college (such as Trident Technical College) can save time and money 

by taking one of the FREE college admissions assessments such as the COMPASS or ASSET assessments. 

 Frequency of Testing: Students should make a minimum of two attempts on the ACT and/or SAT in or-

der to achieve the best score possible. 

 Timing of Testing: Students should make their first attempt on the ACT or SAT no later than the spring of 

the 11th grade. 

 Preparing for Free: FREE practice and preparation opportunities are available through your high school.  

Contact your school counselor for more information. 

 Testing & the IGP Process: Parents, please attend your child’s Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) confer-

ences in grades 8 through 12.  These sessions are crucial in ensuring that you and your child are knowl-

edgeable about the ACT and SAT testing processes.  

 More Questions?:  For more information contact your school counselor. 

Before You Take the ACT or SAT, You Should 
 Successfully Complete or Be Enrolled in the Following Classes:  

 English Courses: English 1, 2, 3 (concurrent); a vocabulary or a grammar course (if available) 

 Math Courses: Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2 or Pre-Calculus  

 Take Practice Tests to become familiar with the test structure, content, and directions. 

 Enroll in ACT or SAT Preparation Courses or Workshops at your high school. 

ACT or SAT Preparation Opportunities 
 EXPLORE (Practice ACT)—8th grade 

 PLAN (Practice ACT)—10th grade (student may need to pay an exam fee) 

 PSAT (Practice SAT)—10th and 11th grade (student may need to pay an exam fee) 

 ACT and SAT Preparation Courses and Workshops offered in-school and/or after school at all 

BCSD high schools 

 ACT  www.actstudent.org 

 SAT  www.collegeboard.com 

http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.actstudent.org


16 South Carolina Scholarship & Grant Programs 

  Palmetto      

Fellows    

Scholarship 

LIFE        

Scholarship 

S. C. HOPE 

Scholarship 

S. C. Needs-

Based Grant 

Lottery         

Tuition         

Assistance 

Initial 

Eligibility 

Minimum 3.5          
cumulative GPA based 

on S.C. Uniform Grad-

ing Scale 
  

Rank in top 6% of class 

at end of sophomore, 
junior, or senior year 

  

Minimum score of 1200 
SAT/27 ACT 

  

OR 
  
Minimum 4.0           

cumulative GPA based 
on S.C. Uniform Grad-

ing Scale 

  
Minimum Score of 1400 

SAT/32 ACT 

  
Rank requirement 

waived 

Four Year Institution 
  

Must have 2 of 3: 

  
Minimum of 3.0 on S.C. 

Uniform Grading Scale 

  
Rank in top 30% of high 

school graduation class 

  
Minimum Score of 1100 

SAT/24 ACT 

  

OR 

  
Minimum 3.0          
cumulative GPA based 

on S.C. Uniform Grad-

ing Scale at two-year 
institution 

  

Test score and rank are 
waived 

Minimum 3.0           
cumulative GPA based 

on the S.C. Uniform 

Grading Scale 
  

No minimum test score 

and rank required 
  

For students who do not 

qualify for the LIFE or 
Palmetto Fellows     

Program, but graduate 

from high school with at 
least a B average (3.0+) 

No minimum GPA 
  

Students must complete 

Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) 

No minimum GPA 
  

Students must complete 

Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) 

Award 

Amount 

Up to $6,700 toward the 
cost of attendance 

at eligible four-year 

institutions freshman 
year 

  

Up to $7,500 for     
sophomore, junior, and 

senior years 

Up to $5,000 (includes 
$300 book stipend) 

towards the cost of  

attendance at eligible 
four-year institutions 

  

OR 
  
Up to the cost of atten-

dance at eligible two-
year institutions plus 

$300 book stipend 

$2,800 (includes $300 
book stipend) towards 

the cost of attendance at 

eligible four-year    
institutions 

Up to $2,500 for full 
time students and 

$1,250 for part-time 

students towards the cost 
of attendance at eligible 

four-year institutions 

Up to cost of tuition 

Renewal 

Criteria 

Minimum 3.0          
cumulative GPA and 30 

credit hours for gradua-

tion purposes each aca-
demic year 

Minimum 3.0 LIFE GPA 
and an average 30 

credit hours each     

academic year based on 
initial college enrollment 

This scholarship if for 
the first year of 

attendance at a four-year 

institution only. 

Fill out FAFSA and 
minimum 2.0 

cumulative GPA and 24 

credit hours each     
academic year if full 

time and 12 hours if part

-time 

Fill out FAFSA and 
satisfactory academic 

progress 

Term 

Limit 

Eight consecutive terms 
toward first 

bachelor’s degree 

Two consecutive terms 
for a certificate or 

diploma, Four         

consecutive terms for an 
associate’s degree, and 

Eight consecutive terms 

for first bachelor’s   
degree 

Up to two consecutive 
terms of funding 

Eight consecutive terms 
toward bachelor’s 

degree 

  

Additional 

Info. Online 

www.che.sc.gov/
New_Web/

GoingToCollege/

PF_Hm.htm 

www.che.sc.gov/
New_Web/

GoingToCollege/

LIFE_Hm.htm 

www.che.sc.gov/
New_Web/

GoingToCollege/

HOPE_Hm.htm 

  www.che.sc.gov/
New_Web/

GoingToCollege/

LTA_Hm.htm 

Below is a brief overview of the State Scholarships and Grants programs. The information provided is from 

the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education and is based on the Commission’s interpretation of the 

South Carolina Education Lottery Act. SCCHE information may be changed or updated without notice. 

Changes may also occur anytime during the legislative process. Although SCCHE attempts to provide up-to-

date information on their website (www.che.sc.gov), please seek confirmation of information from the       

appropriate SCCHE office prior to any action taken. 

http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/PF_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/PF_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/PF_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/PF_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/LIFE_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/LIFE_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/LIFE_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/LIFE_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/HOPE_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/HOPE_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/HOPE_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/HOPE_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/LTA_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/LTA_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/LTA_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/LTA_Hm.htm
http://www.che.sc.gov
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